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Mr. Jeff S. Jordan, Esq.
Supervisory Attorey ) X
Complaints Exemination & Legal Admxmsl:rahon 42 m
Federal Flection Commission .
999 E Street, NW £ »
Washington, DC 20463

R2: MUR 6472
Dear Mr. Jordan:

This office represents Diane Gooch for Congress, Inc. and its Treasurer, Ronald
Gravino, Strong New Jersey, Inc., the Two River Times™, and Diane Gooch,
individually (collectively “Respondents”) in the above-captioned MUR. Notices of

Representation for all the Respondents have previously been filed with the Federal
Election Commission (“the Coniniission"”).

We hzve reviewed the complaint filed on er abeut May 23, 2011 by an individual
named Vincent T. Ehmanm, I, of Belmar, New Jersey. As detailed herein, this complaint
alleges immaterial facts, incormect facts and incorrect legal theories that fail to amount to

any violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act (*the Act”), as amended, or any
regulations proniulgated thereunder.

Accordingly, the Cormmission should summarily dismiss this complaint as it has
no jurisdiction over any of the Respondents but for Diams Gooch for Congress, Inc.,
which is u forener canditate’s cmmittes that oeased operating in 2010 and hias no€ning to
do with the direct matler complained of that was published and paid for by Strong New
Jersey, Inc., a tax-exempt political organization appropriately registered with and
reporting to tha Internal Revenue Service (“IRfi") pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 527().
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FACTS

Diane Gooch for Congress, Inc. (Ronald Gravino, Treasurer) was the former
candidate’s committee for Diane Gooch, who was a candidate for the Republican
nomination for U.S. House of Representatives in the Sixth Congressional District of New
Jersey during the 2010 Reprablican Primary Blection held on June 8, 2010. This
committee filed its final report winding dowa ils eporations on December 17, 2010 and
was approvéd for termirtdtion by the Commissitn: on Jamnay 6, 2011. Sew Exhibit A.

Strong New Jorsey, Ine. is a domestic son-profit New Jersey-based corporation
registered as a tax-exempt political organization with the IRS under section 527 of the
Internal Revenue Code. Its organizational structure was established on August 13, 2010
by filing a Political Organizatian Notice of Sectinn 527 Status (Form 8871) with the IRS.

- See Exhibit B. As provided on its website, Strong New Jersey is “[flounded by smali

business owner, phllmlhmpxc leader and former Congressional candidate Diane Gooch,
Strong New Jersey is 4 group of coneerned citizens ready to raise their voices to preserve
and promote regponsible govenement, indivithual liberty and froe enterprise in our stuta.”
See Bxkibit C. Tha retimn; address previtasly used fir Straag Now hwoey dinact neail
was 4 Newmnaa Springs Road, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701. Itis accurate that. Strong
New Jersey's Internet donaticn page did cantain inmereat disclaimer langnage that hed
been aopied esil pasted improperly by a website veneor; this language has sinoe been
corrected. No contributions were ever received through the website and it was always
properly designed to deposit any electronic contributions made to Strong New Jersey.
Strong New Jersey regularly reports its contributions and expenditures with the IRS by
way of Political Organization Reports of Contributions and Expenditures (Form 8872).
See Exhibit D.

The Fwo Rivar Times™ is an award wirming paid wenkly cossmuanity
newspapar bagnd in Red Bank, Maw Jarsey, that has been onmed by Mickms] sz Diane
Gooch singe 2004. The Two River Times™ current address is 75 West River Road, Red
Bank, New Jersey 07701. The newspaper’s former address was 46 Newman Springs
Road, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701. While the newspaper was operating at this prior
locahon, Diane Gooch actively served as its publisher. See Exhibit E.

Diane Gooch is an individual local smafl businesswoman amd philanthropist who
resides in Rurtrson, New Jersey, and who serves as Chairwoman of Btrong New Jersey,
Inc., which she founded to advaunte for nesponsible govemnment, individuoal literty and
free erdmmrise.
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ANALYSIS

Putting immaterial political commentary aside, which comprises the bulk of the
complaint, the complainant bases his allegations of some undefined violations, for the
most part, on imcorrect facts or assumptions. Accordingly, principally only a factual
analysis is required in respenye.

Find, the aomaplainant appear to allege that a candidate’s committee that does not
exist is accepting campaign contributions through Strong New Jersey’s website.
Specifically, Diane Gooch is nat 2 candidate for Congress and was not at eny time
relevent to the complaint. Her candidacy fcr Congress ended the night she lost the
primary election on June 8, 2010. The final filing closing out her former campaign
account after all liabilities were paid in full was made on December 17, 2010. ‘The
Commissitm ackrmowledged this by approving the committee's texmination on January 6,
2011, Sex ExhibR A. Dianc Gooch has formed a0 subsequent eandidate committees.
Streng New Jersey’s website did have nome incomrect disclaimer langusge at the bottom
of its donatibn page. Nb amtributionn wem evmr receiven tvough the websito axd it waa
always propexy desigmed to depoait any eleetronic cortributiors made to Strang New
Jermy, not Diane Goach for Cangress’s elosad bank anaeunt, whioh wouild hawe heen
imposmibie, '

Second, the complainant seems to wrongly assume that Strong New Jersey is a
PAC making contributions to a candidate®s committee that doesn’t exist, or should be
registered zs a PAC. Strong New Jersey is not a PAC and is not legally obligated to
register as a PAC subject to the jurisdiction of or hard money rules promulgated by the
Commission. Strong New Jersey dous not directly os imdirertly eentributs, or voordimte
its activitbes wiik any federsl omeidetes or smraniitisns. In Hin pastiezier motzoes, rane
of the alleged netivity—publishing a dinedt mniler prinmcipally focvment on state issuea
more theat a ycac prior to the neat federat sletiop—acould evea remately canstitnte
electionearing communications. As rquired by law, Strang New Jezsay regularly reports
its contributions and expenditures with the IRS by way of Political Organization Reports
of Contribmtions and Expenditures (Form 8872). Seg Exhihit D. As indicated on these
publicly available reports, Strong New Jersey does receive contributions from Diane
Gooch and others, as permitted by law and without limit.

Finally, the complainant seemys to allege that Diane Guach is intproperly amking &
comorait anatcteniion aough Stromg New Jexeey's use of & retumm nddress wieina she
previowsly worked es publizher of & looal weeldy nawspaper jointly owned by her and her
husband mince 2004. The utilization of the former address of the Two River Times for a
return address on direct mailers was nothing more than a matter of needing a convenient
return address, other than Dians Gooch's home adidress, where returned mail and surveys
could easily be retrieved. Even if this activity could somehow be construed as a de
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minimis contribution to Strong New Jersey, it is permissible under current law. Strong
New Jersey is not a candidate’s committee or PAC, but solely a tax-exempt political
organization established under section 527 of the Intemal Revenue Code.
CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should find that there is no reason to
believe that any of the Respondents have violated the Act, or regulations thereunder, and
this matter should be summmrily dismissed.

Pleasa do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions regarding this
response or should you require any additional information regarding the same.

Respectfully submitted,
MENNA SUPKO & NELSON LLC

é‘ M. Nelson, Esq.

cc. Ron Gravino, Treasurer, Diane Gooch for Congress, Inc.
Tony Sayegh, Strpng New Jersey, Inc.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

January 6, 2011

Diane Goech fon Congress, Inc.
P.O. Box 225
Colonia, NJ 07067

Identification Number: C00477679
Reforemce: Termination Report (10/1/10 — 12/17/10)
Dear Treasurer:

Your committee's filing has been accepted as a termination. Your committee is no
longer required to file reports on a periodic basis. If your committee has any remaining
debts or residual funds, you are still responsible for settling all outstanding obligations
and/or disposing of any resi@ual funds. (11 CFR § 102.3{a)(1)) In addition, 2 US.C. §
432{d) und Bections 102.%(c) andl 104.14(b)(3) of the Commission'y Kegulations requim
that yon maintain your records and copise of repons fau inspection for at least gaoe (3)
years. Yon mmuy also b mgeited @ resprmud to Commission requeets for infonnation
regerolng yeur comsnistoe's fadeeal eleqtion activity amd presriously filed orpects.

. If your committee again becomes active in federal elections, it will be required to
re-register with the Commission in accordance with the Federal Election Campaign Act
and applicable Regulations. Your committee will be treated as a new entity by the
Commission and should register as a new committee on FEC FORM 1, pursuant to 2
U.S.C. §§ 432(g) and 433(a).

1 you lmve any quentio:ts concaming your stewns and requiretnents, piesse ontant

the Reports Aamalyrds Dlivisinn on the to¥-fice nuinber, (8GRY 424-9530 (at the prompt

press 5 to resch tae Reparts Arglysis Division). My local number is (202) 694-1171.
Sincerely,

e s

: Campaign Finance Analyst
419 Reports Analysis Division
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Political Organization

. 8871

. Ay 208 Notice of Section 527 Status OME No. 1561600
Department of the Treasury
internal Roverte Sevicd
Goneral information
1 Name of organization Employer identification number
Sirong New Jarsey Inc 27 - 3235451

2 Malling address (P.O. box or number, street, and room or suite number)
Meona Supko Nalsoa LUC 830 Broad Street. Suite B

City or town, atate, and ZIP code
Shrewsbury, NJ 0772
3 Check applicable bex: ¢ Initial notice = Amended notice = Final notice
da Date established 4bDate of =xaterial change
08/13/2010
§ E-mifnifr=e of organtzation
buelson@mmmalaw.com
6a Naumu s¥ onnodion of vecorts 6b Custodian'y address
Rosald Gravino PO Box 225

Colonia, NJ 07067
7a Namm of contact person 7Tb Ceutact pamon's address
Ronald Gravino ’ PO Box 225

Colonia, NJ 07067

) mmumﬁnmmmmﬂnmﬂm Numnber, street, and room or suite number
Menna Supko Nelson LLC 830 Broad Street Suits B

Ciiy or lown, state, and ZIP code
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

9a Elcxtion suthority 9b Election authority identification number
NONE

BB Noftification of Claim of Exemption From Filing Certain Forms (see instructions)

10a Is this organization claiming exemption from filing Form 8872, Political Organization Report of Contributions and Expenditures, as a qualificd state or local

pulitical organtzation? Yes . No ¢

10b If 'Yes,' list the state where the organtzation files reports:

11 ¥e this erganizailen visimiug exnuptisn fwin Sling Berw $90 (ar 9908-EZ), Ralsien af Orpsstiznili n Exzmsll fuom incoms Yix, a0 8 onmcos ur asaselatiens of siate

or Incalofiliainls? Yea...No o

XM Purpose

12 Describe the purpose of the erganization

Political organization influencing or aiompting to influence the selection, nomination, election ot appoistment of political candidates.
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[ENY  List of Al Related Entities (spe instructions)

13 Check If the organkation has no relatzd entities. 4
14a Name of related entity | 14b Relationship | 14c Address ’
List of All Offi Directors, and Highly Compensated Empl i ions!
15a Name 15b Title 18c Address
Ronald Gravino Trustos P.O. Box 225
Colonia, NJ 07067
Mary Lindston Trustee 6 Lincoln Avenus
Rumson, NJ 07760
Diane Gooch : . Chair Menna Snpko Nelsor LLC 830 Broad Street Suite B

Shrewsbary, NI 07702

and bellel it s s, correct, and compiets. | further dectare that | am the official muthorized to sign this report, and | am signing by entering my name
RowaM Grarino 03/130010
Sign Name of suthorizad officisl ’ Date
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About Strong New jersey | Strong New Jersey

6/23/11 10:45 AM

Home | About Strong New Jersey | About Diane Gooch | News | Engage | Gontact | Donate

First & Last Namne

About Strong New Jersey
Whe We Are

Founded by small business owner, philanthropic leader snd former Congressional candidate Diene Gooch, Strong
New Jersey Is a group of concemed citizens ready to ralsa thelr voices fo presaive and promols responsile
govemment, individual fiborty and free enterprise in our state. We believe thet these are the principies that make
Amafim g and inap iew Jurewy Sror). And we belieus thet s ciissms we have an obligation to Maintaln the
stromgth wnd couraue be fight fur i (deusrs v builams In

Why it Mattera

Decadte of tax-and-spend reckiessness have ikn a torrible toll on New Jarsey ~ on the small businesses that are
the backbane of our econony, and on the secusily of the people who (ive, work and raise thelr families here. Thanks
to those misguided policles, people have been flesing our state, and thoza who remaln are wary of committing the
time, energy and finances required to bulld the businesses that drive a sbrong economy. As a result, New Jersey has
lost bilions of dollars in revenuss and Is groaning undear & $10 billion deficlt.

Wo rnow Iwtie a Gomawiey wha hae s & molincsi senind of dusiins sl reesomiiis lucioniip. Stady New
Jomay niiigredids soliiinal orad grasassts smpert for that liad of luiisrahip soroms the et Stang Naw Jersey

will dentiy and wark % hwip isspiamast tio bmainess- sad tamllydriendly programs and poficles New Jersey
deseives. .

Our Kay lssuws

Tensiws - weaicn bewen low, Ond keep Wemow, for inliwidwits arnd Bustwoa

Small Business — adopt policles that make New Jersey a haven rather than a Hell

A Thriving Shereline= Protecting the Jersey Shore environmentally and economically

Healthcare ~ let's not tun New Jersey (or the U.S.) inio Canada but enact sensible reforms

hitp:/ /www.strongnewjersey,com/about-strong-new-jersey

Email Address

Page tof1
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o 3872 Political Organization

November 2002 Report of Contributions and Expenditures OMB No, 1545-1696
mﬂ: 52:‘, i > Ses separate instructions.

A For the gesied beginning 1010172010 and ending 12/31/2010

B Check applicable box: ¥ Initial report = Change of address == Amended report — Final report

1 Neme of crgn=iatin Ewgloyer identification mamber

Strong New Jersey Inc 27. 3235451

3 Mafiing address (P.O, box or number, street, and room or seite number)

/o R. Gravino PO Box 225
Clty or town, ste, rnd ZIP code
Columia, NS 07067
3 E-maf] address of organization: 4 Dale organization was formed:
ron@rongravino.com 08/13/2010
Sa Name of custindiam of recorts § Custodian's address
Ronald Gravino PO Box 225
Colonia, NJ 07067
6a Name of ceniect person 6b Contact peyern's saldress
Ronald Gravino PO Box 225
Colonia, NI 07067

7 Business address of organtzation (if different from matling address shown above). Number, street, and room or sulte number
oo R. Gravino PO Box 225

City or town, state, and ZIP code .
Colonia, NJ 0067

8 Tyme of report (chek only ene box)

== First quarterly repont = Monthly report for the month of:

(due by April 15) (due by the 20th day following the month shown above, except the
== Second quarterly report December report. which is due by January 31)

(due by July 1S) == Pre-election repost {(due by the L12th or | 5th day before the election)
== Third quartedy repont (1) Type of clection:

(dus by October 15) (2) Date of election:
¢ Year-end report () For the stawe of:

(doe by January 31) . e Fost-goncral Sloction r=pent {(dee by he 30th day ufter geenal elecica)
— Mid=ywer repunt (Nos-clamion (1) Date of election:

year auly-due by Jaly 31) (2) Forthe state ot
9 Total amommt of reported contributions (total from all attached Schedules A) 9. § 155000
10 Total aznount &¥ reporsed expendRures (total from afl atinchod Schodules B) 10. § 116078

of perjury, | declare Mmltl;aw examinad this report, inciuding accompnnying schedules and statemennts, and to tha best of my knowledpe

tl & (s bue, correct, and
Rosald Gravino 01/03/2011

l’ Signature of authorized afficial ' } Date
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Form 8872 (11-2002)

item pns T Schedue A

Contributor's name, mafling address and 2IP code Namne of contributor’s employer
Gooch, Michas! ‘ GFI Group
76 W River Rd Contributor's ocerpation Amount of contribution
Rumspa, NJ 07760 Financial Servizzs $ 140000

Aggregate contributions year-to-date Date of contribution

$ 140000 10/152010
Contributor's name, mailing address and ZIP code Name of conterirator’s employer
Diane Goach for Congress NA
PO Box 225 Confributor's ereupsition Amount of contribution
Colonis, NJ 07067 NA S 19000

cantributions year-to-dste Date of contribution
$ 19000 12172010
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Form 8872 (11-200

ltemized ditures

|_Schedule B
Reciplént's nume, mailing address and ZIP code Name of reciplent's employer Amount of Expenditure
Elias Kemp Congulting NIA $878%
5 Hawitt Ave Reciplents's occupation Date of expenditure
Brooxville, NT 10708 N/A 10/08/2010
Purpese of sxpendilure
Cansulting
Rexiptienst's name, meiling address and ZIP code Name of rectpient's employer Amount of Expenditure
TD Bank N/A $1s
1342 Highway 9 Reciplentsa ocongutian Date of expenditam
OM Bridge, NJ 08857 N/A 10/08/2010
Purpose of expendlinre
Bank Fee
Reciples®s mame, muiling midress and ZIP code Name of reciplent's employer ' Amount of Expenditure
Pewath Conseiting Group Inc N/A $500
POBox 159 Reciplents's occupation Dato of expenditure
Rusiea , NJ 07768 N/A 10/05/2010
Purpose of expenditure
Web Development
Reciplent's name, malling address and ZIP cods Nome of reciplent's employer Amount of Expenditure
Menma Supke & Nolson N/A $ 5542
630 ®rad St 3B Reciplents's occopation Date of expenditore
Shrewsbary, NJ 07702 N/A 1011172010
Purpess of sxpandiisss
Laognl Fess
Recipient's name, safling address and ZIP code Name of recipient's employer Amount of Expenditure
TD Bank NA $10
1398 Highway 9 Reeiplonts's ocenpation Dats of expenditure
Old Bridge. NJ 08857 N/A 10/115/2010
Paupose of capwaiiure
Bank Hea
Reciplanl's name, malling address and ZIP code Name of racipient's employer Amount of Expenditwmn
Jamestown Associates N/A $ 50082
5 Mapleton Ave Snite 300 Reciplents's occupation Date of expenditure
Princeton, NJ 08540 NIA 10222010
Purpose of expenditure
Cifem Byy
Reciplasts nauee, modiing adiiress and ZIP code Name of amigicut's smployar Amount of Expendifarn
Jamestcave Awocuiis N/A $ 132
S Mapieton Ave Saite 300 Recipients's occupation Date of expenditure
Prineate=, NI ARS4C NIA 101252010
Purpose of expenditure
Production
Recilent's me=e, matlig address and ZIP code Name of recigtient's employer Amount of Expenditire
Romald Gevino Consultizs NA $20
FOBm 1M Reciplents'sacupation Date of expendituire
Colonia, NJ 072067 N/A 11/01/2010
Purmses of expenditure
Courder
Rocipioat's nmows, malling address and Z2" code Nams of rediplemit's enepisy=r Amount of Expeticfiture
Jamustewn AssoalRes N/A $167%9
S Mapieton Avs Suite 300 Reciplents's cocimmation Date of axpenditans
Princetnn, NJ 08990 NIA 11/03r2010

Purpose of expenditure
Predacticn
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Reciplent's nams, maliing address and ZIP code Name of reciplent’s employer Amount of Expenditure
Elins Kemp Consulting N/A S8

5 Hawilt Avp Reciplents's occupation Date of expendituny
Brpaxville, NY 10708 N/A 11/08/2010

Purpose of expenditure

Conaulting

Reclpient's name, mafling address and ZIP code Name of reciplent's employer Amount of Expenditare
TD Bank N/IA $is

1398 High~uy 9 Recipients's occupathon Date of

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 N/A 11108/2010

Purpess of exprauiitge '

Bank Fee

Recipient's name, mailing addresy and ZIP code Name of recipient's employer Amount of Expenditure
The Stoneridge Group LLC N/A $1250

SS4WMain S F13 Recipients's occupation Date of expenditure
Buford, GA 36513 NA . 12/142010

Purpose of espenditure

Tech Svgport

Recipient's nume, madling address and ZIP code Name of recipient’s employer Amount of Expendlture
Elias Kemap Consulting N/A $8821

5 Hewitt Ave Reciplents's occupation Date of expenditure
Bronxville, NY 10708 N/A 12/0U/2010

Purpwe of expeni®ire

Consulting

Recipient's nams, mafling address and ZIP code Name of reciplent's employer Amount of Expenditure
Sayegh, Tony N/A $ 2000

5 Hawvitt Ams Reciplonts’s occupation Date of

Bronxville, NY 10708 NA 117232010

Puarpoe= of expandiiure

Travel

Resipisnt’s samee, mafling address and 2IP code Name of meeipient’s employer Amount of Expenditure:
Ronald Gravino Consulting N/A S

PO Bux 285 Recipients's occupation Date of expenditure
Colonis. NJ 07067 NIA 12/08/2010

Purpose of expenditare
Caurier
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Two River Times

6/23/11 10:33 AM
The Two River Times
News
A New Location, New Publisher For | LA, e
TRI™

RED BANK - Two River Times™ owners Mickey and Diane Gooch
announced last Friday that Ellen McCarthy will take over the role of
publisher of their award-wiisming weekly newspaper.

Diane Gooch Is stepping down as publisher to focus on her philanthropic and |
political interests. i

Gooch is the founder and executive dfrector of Strong New Jersey, an
orgenlmtion she fovnded to advocate for "responsible government, individual
liberty and free enterprise” in the Garden State.

"Sarving the commundty is my passion,” axid Gooch. "Daing so by publishing
The Two River Times™ has heen an honor, a pleasure, and a learning
experience. [ am proud of the journalism we created since I took over as
publisher. FHelping serve our Joyal readers and advertisers has errabled me to
grow intimately familiar with the coneerss of our neighhavs and emall
businaes owners. I look forward to continuing to fight for our beautiful corner
of New Jarsey through my philanthropy and advocacy work."

@y
MECEIRPI AN I 09 -1 §.H
McCarthy was forimnerly Custom Cortterit Editor for Tha Asbury Park Press,
where sha served & department hemd and editor-ia-chief of glossy

magazinns, including Ia Jersey, 400 740, Goad Life at the Jarsey Shore and
On The Run.

McCarthy, who lives in Fair Haven, began her career at The Daily and Sunday
Register, where shie served as assistant features editor from 1987 to 1989.

| 1-A006-NEW-AUTO

v Flay Catena.com
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Her later positions include section editor at The News Tribune, special sections editor at The Star Ledger and
women's news editor at The Asbury Park Press.

From 1995 to noan, dcCarthy was employed by the Dincese of Trenton as Assistant to the Vicar. In that role, she
was responsible for public relations, volunteer coordination, community and media relations, fundraising and
developmmmnt.

McCarthy began her first week at The Two River Times™ on Monday, June 13.

*I ant honored to be part of The Two River Times™ tradition of journalism excellence and commitment to the
communities we serve. And, I look fonward to an exciting ngew chapter in TRT™ history'as v offer more reasuns
to 1vaiee us yonr first choice for news, arts and culture in the Two River landscape.”

Mc¢Carthy's hiring follows tha relacation of the The Twa River Fimes™ fram its previous offices at 46 Newman

http:/ fwww.twesrivertimas.cemm/1sues/1 10612 /news3.(Rip Puge 1 0f 2
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Two River Times 6/23/11 10:33 AM

Springs Road to 75 West Front Street, just down the street from 3 West Front Street, where the newspaper was
founded by Claudia Ansorge in 1990.

"We are delighted to welcome Ellen McCarthy as the new publisher of The Two River Times™, said TRT™ owner
Mickey Gmach. "We knaw sire will continue to build the nevrspaper and sevve our zuaders and advertisers, and she
has our total confidence and support. It is a proud day as owsiers to have attracted such an aceomplishied
newspaper professional.” .

huip://www.iworivertimes.com/issues/110617 /news3.php Page 20f 2



